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EVACUATIONS

The authority to order evacuations for
Waitakere City rests with the Local Civil
Defence Controller or the Auckland
Region Civil Defence Emergency
Management Group Controller.

|eusis Haly

SIREN SYSTEM BACKGROUND

Following the disastrous Boxing Day tsunami in Indonesia,
in 2004 and a more recent tsunami in the Solomon
Islands, Waitakere City Council commissioned a project for
the installation of a siren based alerting/evacuation system
for coastal locations, to warn of any possible tsunami
threat. Following a set of trials and testing, Meerkat
Alerting Systems were selected as the preferred provider
for the installation of 30 sirens at strategic locations on
both west and east coasts.

While the council is the project’s major driver, Vector
Power Ltd is also participating in the project as a
community service, allowing the use of existing power
poles to mount and connect the alerting sirens and using
their power network as one means of siren activation.

The primary method of activating the sirens will be via a
radio command.

The alerting system is the first in the Auckland Region and
it is hoped that other councils in the region will also adopt
the same system in the near future, to ensure a common
system for the region.

WHAT DO THE SIRENS LOOK LIKE?

= As shown in the picture, the
Meerkat Alert System compris-

() es a series of pole and building
AR mounted sirens positioned to max-

imise reception at locations considered
to be at greatest risk from any tsunami threat.
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DO THE SIRENS COVER ALL
COASTAL AREAS?

No they don't. The selected sites and coverage areas are
designed for populated locations from sea level and up to
10 metres from sea level. There a few areas that fit these
criteria where there are no sirens installed, such as at the
northern area of Whenuapai and at Laingholm where there
is little or no identified risk from any tsunami. Similarly,
there are other populated coastal areas where the sirens
are not fitted as they are higher than 10 metres. Some
locations on the Te Atatu Peninsula fit this criterion.

WHEN WILL THE SIRENS BE USED?

Initially the system will only be activated to warn the
public of any tsunami threat as may be notified to Civil
Defence authorities by the National Warning System. The
system has three tones to signal an alert only, evacuation
required and all clear.

THE SIRENS WILL BE TESTED AT MIDDAY
ON THE SUNDAYS COMMENCING AND
FINISHING OF DAYLIGHT SAVING.

MAKE A NOTE OF THESE TESTING TIMES
IN YOUR DIARIES AND CALENDARS

The testing sequence will be:

alert signal for 1 minute,
15 second pause
evacuate signal for 1 minute,
15 second pause
all clear signal for 1 minute

TEST COMPLETE
SPECIAL NOTE

As the system installation will not be completed in
time for the change of Daylight Saving on Sunday
April 6. The first test will be conducted at midday on
Sunday April 27 2008. Thereafter, future tests will be
as shown above. Please note this date.
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WILL THE SIRENS HURT MY EARS?

The sirens are designed to start at a low noise level
and increase to full volume over the first four or five
repetitions. This gives people in close proximity to a siren
warning to cover their ears while moving away to a safe

distance.

MAKING A FAMILY PLAN
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Tsunami ™

Based on the safe/danger zones shown on the enclosed
maps, make a family or business plan for the shortest and
safest route you need to take, to reach safe ground if you

WHERE TO GET MORE O
INFORMATION

Read more about

Public Alerting =

have to evacuate.

Know where essential documents and medicines are that

you may need to take with you.

Identify friends or people living in the safe zone that you

could stay with during an initial evacuation period.

If you have a child at any educational facility or

work within a red zone, discuss evacuation plan
arrangements.

Every family or work member must know where to go to

safe ground and how to get there.

In most cases, you will only have to travel a short distance

to reach safe ground and where possible should avoid the
use of private transport.

If you have elderly neighbours include them in your family
evacuation plan consideration.

What to do in more emergency situations
Plans for businesses and schools

Civil Defence & Emergency & Management
Information

Waitakere City Council Civil Defence
& Emergency Management
civildefence@waitakere.govt.nz
Waitakere City Council
Call Centre 839 0400
www.waitakere.govt.nz
Auckland Region Civil Defence & Emergency Management
www.auckland.cdemg.org.nz
Ministry of Civil Defence & Emergency Management
www.civildefence.govt.nz
Waitakere City Neighbourhood Support
roi@neighbourhoodsupportwaitakere.org.nz
Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre
www.prh.noaa.gov/ptwc/
Meerkat Alert Systems
wilfried@meerkatalert.co.nz
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Waitakere City Council
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HARRIER PT

TE ATATU i
PENINSULA NORTI-IA

BETHELLS/BEACH
TE HENGA

HARBOUR VIEW ROAD

PIHA NORTH

KEY
TE ATATU SOUTH

Alerting Siren Location

Safe Ground Zone - Area above 10m
Tsunami Evacuation Zone - Area Below 10m

Road Waitakere City Council

((g}}
- Evacuation Route

o
Surf Club

Yacht Club

THREE T’s TSUNAMI SIREN SYSTEM SIGNALS

KAREKARE

Alert signal fj?s_h_ d_a?rf fjo_t _d_of i Alert Signal - Evacuate Signal - All Clear Signal -
Turn on your radio (- dash - dash - dot - dot) (- dot - dot - dot) sounded in (——) continuous tone
. . . sounded for 15 minutes continuous bursts for 15 minutes  for 5 minutes

Evacuate signal  dot dot dot in continuous bursts . . .

.............. Action to take; Action to take; Action to take;

Take off to a safe zone e Evacuate beaches e Evacuate immediately to . Rfituf[”(;fo premises if not

. . i affecte
All Cear Signal  continuous tone * Listen to radio/tv for nea.rest s'afe high ground e Follow directi o
WHATIPU _— information ¢ Avoid using personal transport ollow directions of the
: ReTurn home e Prepare to evacuate if required unless essential UG RIS i Lor

area has been affected
\ e .



